
Published by NHTSA’s National Center for Statistics and Analysis		  1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20590

TRAFFIC SAFETY FACTS
Crash • Stats

DOT HS 812 515	 A Brief Statistical Summary	 April 2018

Non-Traffic Surveillance: Fatality and Injury 
Statistics in Non-Traffic Crashes in 2015
Summary
Based on the Non-Traffic Surveillance (NTS) system, 
an estimated 2,125 people were killed in non-traffic 
motor vehicle crashes in 2015. Over one third (39%) of 
these people were nonoccupants such as pedestrians 
and bicyclists. Additionally, an estimated 95,000 people 
were injured in these crashes during 2015, of which 
about one-third (31%) were nonoccupants.

Introduction
Non-traffic motor vehicle crashes are a class of crashes 
that occur off the public trafficways. These crashes, 
subsequently referred to as “non-traffic crashes,” are 
mostly single-vehicle crashes on private roads, two-
vehicle crashes in parking facilities, or collisions with 
pedestrians in driveways. In addition, there are non-
traffic incidents such as a vehicle falling on a person 
underneath or an unintentional carbon monoxide 
poisoning inside the vehicle. Both non-traffic crashes 
and non-traffic incidents have the potential to cause 
fatalities and injuries to people. Nevertheless, the infor-
mation on either of these was not available until 2007, 
when Congress required the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration to start collecting and maintain-
ing information pertinent to these events. Complying 
with the directive, NHTSA designed and implemented 
a virtual data collection system, Non-Traffic Surveil-
lance, previously called Not-in-Traffic Surveillance, to 
provide counts and details of fatalities and injuries to 
people involved in non-traffic crashes and non-traffic 
incidents. This issue of Crash•Stats focuses only on 
non-traffic crashes and presents some salient statistics 
about occupants and nonoccupants killed and injured 
in such crashes in 2015. 

The statistics reported in this summary are based on 
the NTS data for 2015. Since a complete record of all 
non-traffic crash fatalities and injuries from States and 
police jurisdictions is not available, adjusted weights 

have been used to obtain national estimates. The back-
ground and details about collection of NTS data and 
the adjustment of weights adopted from the General 
Estimates System (GES) are provided in the Appendix.

People Killed in Non-Traffic Crashes in 2015
The NTS data show that during 2015, an estimated 2,125 
people were killed in non-traffic crashes (Table 1.) Of 
these, 39 percent were nonoccupants such as pedestrians 
and bicyclists and 61 percent were occupants. Among 
nonoccupants, 44 percent were struck by vehicles moving 
forward and 34 percent by vehicles backing up. Rollaway 
vehicles (unattended with no driver in control) killed 
another 142 nonoccupants that account for 17 percent of 
all the nonoccupants killed in non-traffic crashes. The 
majority (97%) of the 1,298 occupants killed non-traffic 
crashes during 2015 were victims of single-vehicle non-
traffic crashes. Additionally, 3 percent of the occupants 
were killed in multiple-vehicle non-traffic crashes.

Table 1. Nonoccupants and Occupants Killed in Non-Traffic 
Crashes From 2012 to 2014

Occupant Status 
of People Killed By

2015

Number† Percent

Nonoccupants

Forward Moving Vehicles 366 44%

Backing Vehicles 284 34%

Rollaway Vehicles (unattended 
with no driver in control) 142 17%

Other (stopped, disabled, or 
parked vehicles) 35 4%

Subtotal (39%) 827 100%

Occupants

Single-Vehicle Crashes 1,265 97%

Multiple-Vehicle Crashes 32 3%

Subtotal (61%) 1,298 100%

Total (100%) 2,125 100%
†Estimated number 

Data source: NTS 2015
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